Checklist: Be Ready to Answer these Questions Minimally 
	THE QUESTIONS
	CAN YOU ANSWER

	· How did you come up with the idea for this project?
	

	· Tell me more about the disease/gene you are studying.
	

	· What did you learn from your background research?
	

	· How long did it take you to build/do the project? When did you do it?
	

	· Did you acquire any new skills while doing the project?
	

	· How is this different from others that you researched?
	

	· What is the most important thing you found out by doing this project?
	

	· Who helped you with the project and how much of it was done independently?
	

	· What is the real life application for your project?
	

	· Can you explain how your project relates to (some kind of scientific principal)?
	

	· If you could do this over what would you do differently?
	

	· Did you try something else that didn’t work?
	

	· How much time did you spend on your project?
	

	· Did you have any errors in your project? How did you correct for them? 
	

	· Explain this chart/graph/results to me.
	

	· Where did you do your experiment?
	

	· What are you planning for future studies?
	


CHECK LIST FOR YOUR GROUP (TOP SECRET)
	BE PREPARED FOR THE LIST BELOW
	Addressed Check

	The abstract provides a clear statement of the problem.
	

	The abstract concisely summarizes methods.
	

	The findings are condensed and clearly summarized in abstract
	

	The bibliography indicates an appropriate review of the literature.
	

	Bibliographic entries are well organized
	

	The study has some original approaches/construction. Ideas have been adapted/modified from other investigations……
	

	The student recognizes/identifies any similarities of this study to others…..
	

	The hypothesis is phrased in such a format that it may be tested.
	

	The hypothesis is based on preliminary information (reading /observation)..
	

	The hypothesis relates to the original problem as stated.
	

	There is a planned use of the scientific method.
	

	The experimental design attempts to test the hypothesis.
	

	he equipment used is appropriate for the experiment. Be careful not to judge the ability of a school to provide resources
	

	A control was used. The student can identify it.
	

	The sample size is appropriate.
	

	If weaknesses exist in this design, the student can identify them (might not contain any)
	

	It appears that the student invested sufficient time and effort.
	

	The student has a notebook/log of daily activities, procedures & findings …
	

	The student carefully measured and recorded data.
	

	The display catches and focuses attention. Consider neatness, correct spelling, expression, eye appeal
	

	The display discloses organized procedures and thinking
	

	The guide marks, labels and descriptions are neatly, yet briefly presented…
	

	The presentation was understandable.
	

	The presenter(s) was enthusiastic.
	

	The presenter(s) was prepared/well-rehearsed. If a team presentation, all members participated
	

	The presenter(s) maintained focus on the topic. (Or, was too much time spent on superfluous, tangential or background information?) …
	

	The student understands the underlying concepts and implications of the project. ………
	

	The judge’s questions are answered successfully.…
	

	The student’s answers indicate that he/she did the work on his/her own
	

	The student is able to explain the importance/significance of what was done………
	

	The visual/oral presentation tells a complete and concise story about the project.
	

	The data tables/graphs reflect the findings of the experiment.
	

	The student(s) is able to explain the results.
	

	The student(s) forms a conclusion based on the data, data analysis (project/grade appropriate)
	

	The student(s) refrains from forming a conclusion that is too generalized…
	

	The student(s) recognizes sources of error.
	

	The student(s) can identify how the project leads to further avenues of research.
	

	The student(s) can explain the significance of the work – whether it confirms known information or is new.
	

	The student(s) can explain why he/she would/would not continue with the project
	


